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Current status of sites in the U.S. 

Supervised injections sites (also known as safe consumptions sites or facilities) are designed for people who acquire illegal 

drugs elsewhere and inject them under the supervision of trained health care providers. Planning and advocacy for such 

facilities in the U.S. have accelerated in response to the rising number of opiate-related overdose deaths. As of July 2018, no 

sanctioned supervised injection site has opened in the U.S. although there are at least 13 such efforts underway.
1
 (A 

clandestine site has been in operation by a community-based agency in an undisclosed location since 2014.)
2,3

 Because 

decisions related to official supervised injection sites in the U.S. remain pending, the issue of legality under federal law has 

not been tested in the courts. Before a court can weigh in, a site has to open.
4
 

U.S. and Minnesota Law 

Supervised injections sites are prohibited by the federal Controlled Substances Act
4
 under Section 844 which prohibits illicit 

drug possession and under Section 856 which prohibits managing or controlling a place for the purpose of unlawfully using a 

controlled substance;
5
 however, federal law does not compel federal enforcement. On December 13, 2017, the United States 

Attorney’s Office, District of Vermont, issued a statement in response to a proposed injection site in Chittenden County.
6
 The 

statement maintained that: 

. . . the proposed [sites] would violate federal criminal laws, including those prohibiting  use of narcotics and 

maintaining a premises for the purposes of narcotic use. It is a crime not only to use illicit substances, but to 

manage and maintain sites on which such drugs are used and distributed.  Thus, exposure to criminal 

charges would arise for users and [site] workers and overseers. The properties that host [sites] would also 

be subject to federal forfeiture.
6
 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 152 addresses drugs and controlled substances, drug paraphernalia, and related crimes.
7
 

Possession of drug paraphernalia is prohibited by M.S. §152.092 Subd. 18, which could be interpreted to apply to workers in 

supervised injection sites. 

Advocacy efforts 

Harm reduction advocates hope that supervised injection sites can follow the path of needle exchange programs which 

gained broader acceptance over time as a result of their role in containing the spread of HIV and AIDS
1 

and point to the 

success of sites in other countries in terms of reductions in deaths from overdoses and increases in getting people into 

treatment.
4,5 
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